
U.S. Unconcerned on Rebuff 
By Yeltsin on Nuclear Talks 


WASHINGTON, June 10 - Bush Ad¬ 
ministration officials said today that 
they viewed President Boris N. Yel¬ 
tsin's public rebuff of American de¬ 
mands in arms control negotiations as 
part of the public posturing that is 
common in such talks. They did not 
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based multiple warhead missiles. 

Senator Joseph R. Biden, the Dela¬ 
ware Democrat who is chairman of the 
Senate subcommittee on Europe, ac¬ 
cused the Bush Administration of ask¬ 
ing too much of Russia, saying. Rus¬ 
sian leaders have made clear their 


common in such talks. They did not lQ deep mutual cuts, 

seem particularly worried about it - : Bu( ^ Admm ,strac;on persists with 

for now 1 proposals where U.S. cuts would oe 

Indeed, as Mr Yeltsin was challeng- P ro ’Y 
ing demands for the elimination of his 


country's land-based, multiple-war- 
head missiles in an address to senior 
officers at the Russian Defense Minis¬ 
try, his Foreign Minister. Andrei V. 
Kozyrev, was continuing negotiations 
by telephone with Secretary of State 
James A. Baker 3d. 

American officials said the two offl¬ 


ine Initial Proposal 
••This translates to Russian leaders 
as the pursuit of unilateral advan¬ 
tage," Mr Btden said. "Even a weak¬ 
ened Russia is not going to be pres* 
sured into unilateral disarmament. 

Dame! Ellsberg. an arms control an¬ 
alyst for the Physicians for Social Re- 


American ouiLidib v 

' cials exchanged some ideas and that I sponsiblity, pointed out that Russ,a s 

I Mr Baker would decide on Thursday : initial proposal called ,or both couri- 

! "ter another conversation with Mr. tries to reduce their nuclear warheads 

i Kozvrev whetner he should fly to Mos- from the levei of about 3.s00 set .n .he 
cow'to try to negotiate an accord for ; recently signed strategic ^ ms 
de-pe- cuts in strategic nuclear arms ; non Treaty to between ..000 and _.„0t 
in advance of a summit meeting be- : warheads each. T ^ a, - *° ui ^ re ^ re 
tween President 3ush and Mr. Yeltsin : both srfes to give up a,I of iheirland 
next week. i based, muliipie-warhead interconti- 

"No one here is panicking.” a White neniat ballistic missiles. 

.. 1^ ,_ ___ 1. rka impnran 


House official said "You have to ex¬ 
pect this kind of back and forth." 

Some Share Yeltsin View 

Commenting on Mr. Yeltsin s 
speech, one State Department official 


It was the American side that re¬ 
fused to make such deep cuts and held 
out for 4,700 warheads each while in¬ 
sisting that the Russians give up all of 
their land-based multiple warheaded 
lCBM's, in particular the advanced S5- 
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said. "He has his proposals and we 1 lg - 5 anc j sS-24's. 
have ours. He likes his proposals. We • -There is no wav that it is in the U S.. 
like ours. This sort of thing happens all j , merest f 0 r the successor to Mr. Yel- 


the time m these negotiations. 

"His speech was :r,tended partly for 
his domestic audience and partly for 
us," the official adeed "He has to show 
that he is getting 'he best deal possible 
for the Russian peoDie." 

But many officials and arms control 
experts outside — and some within 
the Bush Administration share Mr 
Yeltsin s view that the Administration , kms university, 
is being unrealistic in expecting Russia j ..j t ma k es sense to aim high." hd 
to give up virtually all of its iand-based, : ad( j ed “But they have been trying id 
multiple-warhead nucie3r missiles 5 pp^press an awful lot in a short space.1 
, whiie Washington insists on retaining a Mosl arms comro i negotiations go on* 
| significant numbe r of its own sea- J , Qf . y e3rs ^, s t\zs gone on for months. 


ls , n _ whomever he might be — to 
possess 4,000-odd warheads, when we 
couid get him to go down to 2,000 ngne 
now." Mr. Ellsberg said. 

Both sides still seem interested in 
striking a deal that would involve radij 
cal cuts, said Peter W Rodman, 3 
former official of me National Security 
Council who now teaches at Johns Hop- 













